
689

sentimental but it is one of real importance to a child :
some measure should be taken so that a child who is fed

because his parents are unable or unwilling to feed him
should not be earmarked by his schoolfellows either as

a black sheep or as lower in the social scale than

themselves. Everyone will recollect LAMB’S tale of

the Bluecoat boy who gathered scraps really destined
to feed his parents and the undeserved sufferings to

which he was subjected by his schoolfellows, because they
considered him to be either unwarrantably hungry or else
to be making money by the sale of the said scraps.
Mr. BIRRELL, the new Minister for Education, seemed to

favour some attempt to imitate the Parisian aantines scolaires.
What had been done in Paris, he urged, London should also
be able to do. In Paris 10,500,000 meals had been served
in 1904 and he thought that a large proportion of them had
been paid for by the parents. We may point out with
legitimate complacency that long ago we foresaw the im-

portance of the object-lesson given by this great French

experiment. Consequently we sent our Special Sanitary
Commissioner to make full inquiries on the spot. His report
constituted, we believe, the first complete history of the origin
and development of the cantines scolaires that has appeared
in the English language. It was published in our issue of
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sept. man, .lB:lU4-, p. sou, ana nas since consiinuteo. a sort 01

text-book from which innumerable quotations have been

made-for the most part unacknowledged-at the public
meetings and conferences where the question of meals for
school children has been discussed. The difficulty, so far as

England is concerned, is that the cantines saolaires, as fully
explained by our Commissioner, arose out of the cai.se des
6coles or school funds, founded for the promotion of

education and recognised by the State so far back as 1867.
The friends of education who deal with these funds have

evolved with the times and are now acknowledged representa-
tives of a public need. They are non-sectarian ; they eschew
all idea of patronage. They are inspectors elected by all
and sundry who hold the cause of education sufficiently
sacred to subscribe 10 francs or more towards the school funds.

No such instrument for the administration of the school

kitchens exists in England, so that the Parisian method
cannot be imitated in its entirety. Still no system has been
more successful in maintaining and developing the sense of
self-respect and dignity among the children. While theorists

squabble over the almost impossible task of reforming
worthless parents, the French school authorities have con-
centrated their energies on the more hopeful task of dealing
with the children, endeavouring to protect them from

baneful home influences. Mr. BIRRELL thinks that London

should be able to do all. this as well as Paris. It

will be difficult and that, perhaps, is only an additional
reason for setting to work in real earnest. The Bill is

now referred to a Select Committee and we may hopf
that the various points to which we have alluded wil

be considered in detail. In the report and the minutes o
evidence of the Inter-departmental Committee appointe<
in 1905 by Lord LONDONDERRY the members of the Com
mittee will find the opinions of those best qualified t,

speak on the subject, and in our columns they will 6n
a full and easily comprehensible description of the aantint
M<’7’M.

Annotations.
" Ne quid nimis."

"TABLE D’HOTE CONSULTATIONS."
"SOME years ago," writes an Italian correspondent,

" THE LANCET 1 drew attention to a practice as dangerous
and irregular’ as it is (or was) but too common-that of
asking and receiving medical advice across the pharmacist’s
counter-and it illustrated its remarks by a disastrous and
all too typical case which occurred on the Neapolitan Riviera
when an overdose of aconitum napellus ’wrought the well-
nigh instantaneous deaths of both parties to the transaction
-the "patient" who asked to be prescribed for and the
" consulting pharmacist " who had the "courage of his pre-
scription " and experimented on himself with the fatal
dose.’ Since then, in such centres as Rome, Florence,
Bologna, Milan, and other north Italian cities, the
law imposes severe penalties on contravention of the

statutory conditions under which the pharmacist carries
on business and though the said law is even yet notoriously
contravened the contravention is generally restricted to cases
of trifling import, far removed from such ’playing with
edged tools’ as ended so tragically in the Neapolitan suburb.
There is, however, another form of irregular’ practice
which the law is powerless to reach-practice for which the
, patient’ is primarily to blame and of which he (or more
often she) must abide the consequences, as the ’consultant,’
invariably an amateur, owes allegiance to no school
but that of his (or her) individual experience. I

allude to what an Italian journalist has aptly called
’ Table d’Hote Consultations’ or ’Winter Garden Prescrip-
tions,’ exemplified in such cases as the following. An

invalid alights at a hotel in one or another of the largely
frequented health resorts on the Mediterranean seaboard andfrequented health resorts on the Mediterranean seaboard and
having called in the duly qualified practitioner resident in
the place is skilfully examined and properly advised as to
his ailment, the advice being usually accompanied with a
carefully considered prescription. That same evening the
patient finds himself beside an affable and communicative

inmate of the hotel, in the winter garden or at the table
d’hote, and in the course of conversation discloses the object
of his visit to the place and the symptoms of which he com-
plains. His auditor, oddly enough, has come for the very
same reason ; indeed, this is his third or fourth visit, which is
by no means rnotic&eacute; by any medical advice to be had on the
spot. Oh, dear no! The remedial or restorative virtues of
the climate are of themselves sufficient to give and main-
tain health and the physician’s prescriptions are as unneces-
sary as his fees are high. Personal experience, reinforced
by that of others who had just the same symptoms,’ is

pressed into the discussion with the result all too common
that the new arrival is as easily persuaded as any convert to
’Christian Science,’ the physician is ignored, and his pre-
scription silently dispensed with almost as soon as it is

dispensed. No habitu6 of a hotel or pension of invalid resort
in the Sunny South’ but can recall many such cases as that
reported above, while physicians of all nationalities have

, often to find themselves (unwittingly) repeating a prescrip-
, 

tion by which the now disillusioned patient might long
before have benefited at the hands of the colleague originally

l 
called in. The distrust born of ignorance or inexperience in
weakly constituted minds, often instigated, moreover, by

- 

false economy, accounts for the readiness with which so
 many of the invalid public fall victims, in their sojourn
1 abroad, to the glamour of the self-important, officious

1 THE LANCET, June 5th. 1897, p. 1558, and March 5th, 1898, p. 685,
under the heading " ’Cross-Counter Therapeutics."
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amateur always to be found in fashionable, generally idle,
I society.’ Such victims, indeed, would be more frequent
than they are but for the temptations they offer to the satirist
whose humour knows but the one restraint of compassion-
compassion for the evil, sometimes tragic, consequences of
the ’ practice’ which he ridicules."

LOATHSOME BED "STUFFING."

THE following story has quite recently reached us from I
a correspondent: A fairly large manufacturer, he writes,
told me (and made no secret of the fact) that at his mills
they took in a large quantity of old clothes. These had the

buttons, &c., removed and were at once turned into I I flock "

without any washing or disinfecting whatever, and used
in that state to make cheap new mattresses. For

higher price mattresses they wash this " flock " under heavy
rollers, and all made with this " stufEng are stamped
"guaranteed washed filling." We are quite prepared to
credit this story, for two years ago we referred to a paper
read before the Congress of the Sanitary Institute in Glasgow
by Mr. Peter Fyfe, entitled what People Sleep On," in
which the writer showed that a certain section of the bed-

making trade made mattresses from a mass of rags re-

jected by every class of the population. There was no

attempt to disinfect these rags or even to clean
them. In 1905 the Home Secretary was asked a

question on this subject and his astounding reply was:
"The compulsory cleaning of the materials referred
to could not be generally secured under the existing
law. The point has been noted for consideration but I
cannot at present hold out any prospect of legislation on the
subject." If ever an opportunity presented itself to our

new legislators of convincing the country of their concern
for the public health this is surely one. So far as

we can discover, no steps have been taken and the

filthy practice goes on unchecked and sanitary officers
are powerless to interfere. The horse in the stable is much
better looked after, for at least it is provided with clean
straw or a clean cork litter. This scandal demands instant

suppression and we commend to the Government the

desirability of prosecuting an immediate inquiry into this

disgraceful breach of common hygienic principles. Little
wonder that the dissemination of disease is so often obscure
and that it is frequently found in the poorer districts that
the bed of the patient emits a foul and sickly smell.

FEBRUARY AT HOME AND ABROAD.

IN almost all parts of this country and at most of the
foreign resorts the weather of last month was both wetter
and colder than during the corresponding period of 1905.
The most striking difference, however, was in these islands,
especially at Torquay, where the average temperature a year
ago was 3&deg; higher than it was last month. It is gathered
from the annexed table that the difference in the average
warmth between the centre of England and Algiers during
the past month was 15’ 50 F., while the difference between
the former regions and Nice and Florence was only 50.
The mildest spot in the United Kingdom, the Scilly
Isles, was just equal to Rome in average warmth
and far superior to it in the warmth of the average
night, being equal in that respect to Biarritz. At

Scilly and Algiers the sheltered thermometer descended no
lower than 360, but at all the other resorts, except at

Palermo and Naples, which narrowly escaped, more or less
frost was experienced. So cold were the nights at Nice
that the average minimum temperature was only 2&deg;
above the freezing point, the same as in London, and 20
and 30 lower than at Torquay and Jersey. At all
the southern stations except Florence the temperature of (the afternoons was higher than in any part of this country; ;

Nice and Biarritz both recorded a mean daily maximum of
500, while Rome and Naples were a trifle warmer, and

Lisbon, Palermo, and Algiers much warmer. The after-
noons in Algiers were as warm as those generally experienced
at the end of April in London and on the south coast of
England and the nights were as mild as those in London
towards the end of May. The most equable temperature
on the continent was at Biarritz, Naples, and Lisbon,
where the small range of 10&deg; or 11&deg; was just the

same as that on the south-west coast of these islands and
at London. As usual, however, none of the stations,
whether at home or abroad, could vie with the Scilly Isles,
where the greatest difference of temperature during the

whole month was no more than 16&deg; and the average dif-

ference between the day and night was only 8". The wettest

spots abroad were Biarritz, with the excessive rainfall of

10’ 29 inches and with 21 days on which the rain gauge
yielded at least 0-04 inch, and Palermo, where 17 days
with rain gave the large total of 7z inches. At Florence
rain only occurred on ten days, at Lisbon on seven, and

at Nice on no more than five. The wettest parts of

our own south-west coast were very dry when compared
with the south-west of France, Palermo, and Algiers.
About the middle of the month the precipitation sometimes
took the form of sleet or snow in the Riviera and north of

Italy, and the south-west of France occasionally experienced
severe thunderstorms accompanied by hail.

THE DEATH OF PROFESSOR S. P. LANGLEY.

THE death of Professor Samuel Pierpont Langley, late

secretary of the Smithsonian Institution at Washington, is a
grievous loss to physical science. The public will a,sociate
his name perhaps more prominently with his practical experi-
ments on flight or aero-dynamics and his popular expositions
of astronomy than with his purely physical researches.

His name will probably endure most in connexion with
his invention of an exceedingly ingenious and delicate instru-
ment for the detection of very minute changes of temperature
which is known as the bolometer. It was an adaptation of
Wheatstone’s bridge, into the branches of which a number
of slender wires of steel and platinum are inserted. These
wires have equal resistances at the same temperatures, but if
one section of the wires is heated the resistance to the
current is increased. The galvanometer placed in the bridge
which is at rest when the two sets of wires are at the same

temperature, is deflected in consequence of the difference
in intensity of the currents flowing in opposite directions in
the bridge. The instrument, it is said, will accurately


